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CUSP EYFS offer

The CUSP Early Foundations offer is presented in three parts: 

1. Foundational knowledge: what pupils should know and be able to do 
throughout the EYFS and how this will support their development and prepare 
them for Key Stage 1 

2. Opportunities and experiences: how this foundational knowledge can be 
learnt through play and through guided activities that will allow pupils to 
explore, experiment with and think hard about new and important concepts

3. Structured Story Time: core texts that will introduce key language, ideas 
and themes that pupils will need to access the foundational knowledge, built 
into a framework that uses all that we know about effective literacy instruction
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Principles of Structured Story Time 

We understand the fundamental importance of all pupils having access to rich language from the 
earliest possible stage. We also understand that great Early Years practice responds to pupils’ 
needs, talents and interests. For this reason, the CUSP EYFS Core Literature Spine sets out twenty-
five core texts that have been carefully selected for each of the following three age ranges: 

• 2 – 3 years

• 3 – 4 years

• 4 – 5 years.

These core texts contain key themes, ideas and language that we believe are fundamental for laying 
strong foundations in the EYFS and beyond. This leaves space in the academic year for schools to 
select key texts based on the cohorts that they are teaching. Each core text will be presented with a 
Structured Story Time plan, outlining how teachers can use these texts across the course of a week 
to best effect. This includes vocabulary instruction, fluency and oracy opportunities and Thinking 
Hard questions. 

Further opportunities to explore these texts will be planned directly into the Opportunities and 
experiences aspect of the CUSP Early Foundations offer. 
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Key themes 
Revisiting authors 
such as Oliver Jeffers – Lost and Found (2 – 3) and The Way Back Home (3 – 4)

Heritage texts / traditional tales / classics 
such as Ladybird Favourite Nursery Rhymes (2 – 3 and 3 – 4) and Winnie-the-Pooh Helps the Bees (4 – 5) 

Diversity of representation – author or protagonist 
such as My Hair (3 – 4) and Shu Lin’s Grandpa (4 – 5)

Strong female role model 
such as Meg and Mog (2 – 3) and Astro Girl (3 – 4)

Specific social, ethical, moral issues / PSED 
such as Home (3 – 4) and Luna Loves Art (4 – 5)

Curriculum links 
such as The Extraordinary Gardener (3 – 4) and Martha Maps It Out (4 – 5)
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