
 
 

History Key Concepts 

Six Substantive Concepts 

Substantive knowledge is the subject knowledge and explicit vocabulary used to learn about the content. We have defined substantive concepts that are 

used as a vehicle to connect the substantive knowledge. Below are some examples of how these concepts could be used in a topic. 

 

 



 
 

Six Disciplinary Concepts 

There are Six Disciplinary Concepts that support children to Think as Historians: 

 



 
 

Each topic includes the main Substantive Concepts to be covered. 

 



 
 

Although most disciplinary concepts will be touched on briefly in each topic, to enable children to connect and build on previous learning, as well as well 

prepare for future learning. Each topic will two one or three main disciplinary concepts for staff to focus children’s historical thinking on. 

  

Key Stage 1  Substantive Concepts Disciplinary Concepts 

Cycle A Change within living memory Knowledge, Community Chronology, Similarity and difference 

Significant People: Mary 
Anning, David Attenborough 

Knowledge, Community Evidence, Significance 

Significant People: Neil 
Armstrong, Mae Jemson, Tim 
Peaks 

Knowledge, Community Cause and consequence, Changes and continuity 
 

Cycle B Great Fire of London Knowledge, Community, Power, Democracy Cause and consequence, Evidence, Significance 

Significant events, people and 
places in our locality 

Knowledge, Community, Power Chronology, Similarity and difference, Change and continuity 

 

Key Stage 2  Substantive Concepts Disciplinary Concepts 

Cycle A Stone Age, Iron Age, Bronze 
Age 

Knowledge, Community, Power Chronology, Significance, Change and continuity 

Rome and its impact on Britain Power, Invasion, Civilisation Cause and consequence, Evidence, Similarity and difference 

 
Cycle B 

Anglo-Saxons and Scots Power, Invasion, Community Evidence, Change and continuity 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle 

Power, Invasion, Community Cause and consequence, Similarity and difference 

Ancient Egyptians Knowledge, Power, Invasion, Civilisation Chronology, Significance 

Cycle C Ancient Greece Knowledge, Power, Democracy, Civilisation Chronology, Evidence, Significance 

Maya and Anglo-Saxon 
comparison 

Knowledge, Power, Civilisation Cause and consequence, Change and continuity, Similarity and 
difference 

Cycle D Windrush Generation Community, Democracy, Power Cause and consequence, Significance 

Battle of Britain Power, Invasion, Community Chronology, Change and continuity 

How did conflict change our 
local area in WW2 

Power, Invasion, Democracy, Community Similarity and difference, Evidence 

 


